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Cutting Edge Interdisciplinary Research

The Center for Behavioral Decision Research (CBDR) provides a home
for more than fifty researchers from a variety of disciplines such as
behavioral economics, history, marketing, neuroscience, organ-
izational behavior, public policy, political science, and psychology.
The group meets weekly to engage in a vigorous exchange of ideas
with speakers from around the globe in weekly seminars and
performs cutting edge interdisciplinary research on behavioral
decision-making.

The center provides research support to its members in the form of a
unique mixture of facilities, a team of dedicated research assistants,
and direct funding for new research projects.

Topics of Interest

Affiliates investigate topics both on the forefront of their respective
fields of research and of current interest to the public. Topics include
(but are not limited to): Trust and fairness, memory and decision
making, the neurological correlates of decision making, how people
decide to save or spend, how to reduce obesity, public health issues
like sexually transmitted diseases, privacy, perceptions of inflation,
managerial decision making, and dynamic decision processes.

In the News

The Center for Behavioral Decision Research’s affiliates’ ground-
breaking research and expert opinions are regularly featured in
premier media outlets such as Time Magazine, The New York Times,
The Washington Post, US News & World Report, and CNN.




Research Facilities

The center provides its members with a unique mixture of facilities in
which to conduct their research. Perhaps most unique to the center
is its one-of-a kind mobile laboratory, the Data Truck, which allows
researchers to conduct computer-based experiments in real-time in
the field. In addition to its lab spaces in Baker Hall on Carnegie
Mellon campus and on 300 S. Craig Street in Oakland, CBDR also has
a brand new research facility located at Fifth Avenue Place in
downtown Pittsburgh called the Carnegie Mellon Research Café.

During the academic year, CBDR coordinates a participant pool
consisting of several thousand undergraduates and members of the
Pittsburgh community, who take part in research conducted in
on-campus laboratories and on websites developed by its
researchers. CBDR affiliates also conduct national surveys; for
example, one group recently surveyed several thousand visitors to
The New York Times website about their spending habits.

Summer Undergraduate Internship

CBDR runs an international internship program in the summer which
attracts talented undergraduates from around the globe who come
to gain hands-on experience and receive training in a summer lecture
series featuring CBDR researchers.

Small Grants Program

The center provides a small grants program for junior researchers,
allowing them to develop and test new research ideas which
sometimes grow into larger research programs funded by larger
private and federal grants.

Learn More!
More information about the center, its seminar series, and programs
can be found at http://www.cbdr.cmu.edu/



